
Claresholm Chamber of Commerce Society 

Meeting Minutes 

MAY 17, 2011 

 

Meeting location:  Claresholm Golf Course  

Attendance:  Russell Sawatzky, Roxanne Thompson, Don Leonard, Sue Gour, Wilf 

Gour,  Linda Petryshen, Val Umscheid, Christopher Parker, Iqbal Nurmohamed, Rob 

Vogt, Terry Daniel, Tony Walker, Damon Larkin, Lynda Baxter, Karen Lomas, Roger 

Reid, Nancy McCance (17) 

 

Call meeting to order: Russell Sawatzky, President 

Approval of Agenda: moved by Linda Petryshen 

 

Approval of April minutes: Val Umscheid 

 

Calendar:  June 24 ï Mexican Fiesta 

 

Introductions 

 

 Committee Reports: 

 

Financial Report Memberships:  Sue Gour: General account: $12,535.22, Trade Fair 

$11,164.35, Beautification:  $2,788.95, Total 26,488.72. $26,059.11 actual balance after 

expenses paid. 85 memberships total, 1 free, income of $7,120.00 (last year was $6950at 

this time).  9 websites paid, more than last year, $450 income. Membership revenue has 

the potential to be higher this year if previous members all renew. 

  

Memberships:  Roxanne will send out a 2
nd

 notice for all current members who have not 

yet renewed. 

  

Mexican Fiesta:  Roxanne:  change of location to Amundsen Park (the old swimming 

pool).  Liquor license has been applied for.   Fire dept and health stipulations being 

fulfilled by the Fiesta committee.  Committee members and more help is needed!  Please 

contact Roxanne or a member of the Chamber executive to volunteer!  Event will be 

from 5:00-10:00 pm.  There will be Mexican music, a jalapeno eating contest,  and John 

DeDominicos will be providing music. Burritos or chili may be on the menu this year.   

 

Town Report:   Betty Fieguth was unable to attend. 

 

MD Report:  Glen was not in attendance 

 

Flower pot program:  Roxanne reports that the ̀pot  ̀problem has been resolved.  They 



will be put up in June.  New sponsor:  Top Hand Western Shop - $100 donation. They 

have requested a pot hanger be installed at their business. *Volunteers needed to canvass 

businesses to be sponsors.    Sue & Linda volunteered to help with this project!! 

 

Wi Fi project: Russell reports that he met with the Bell representative for a 

demonstration of the deviceôs range and how the unit works.  There would be a tabletop 

broadcaster, our own cell number and cell tower.  Up to 15 devices can be supported at 

once. Anola Laing from the Claresholm Museum also attended.  Connectivity was good. 

Unit is $200.  Another unit is $100 and will offer boosted speeds once they are available.   

Russell recommends this purchase, $45 per month for the connection and $100 for the 

initial purchase.   Tech input is needed, so anyone who has technical knowledge, please 

contact Russell to help with this project.  This will provide a service in town that will 

encourage tourists to stop in Claresholm.  

 

Linda Petryshen:  what about Community Centre access? Russell answered that yes, that 

is still part of the long term plan, but Museum is the most active right now as far as 

bringing in business to Claresholm and is the highest priority. 

 

Slow Food:  Jackie Chalmers is not here today so Linda, also a member of the 

committee, reports that Jackie wants to go ahead with The Spirit of the Hills. They are 

considering 2 locations: the Frontier or town parking lot during Fair Days. Music, artists, 

displays of food, entertainment, etc are planned. The Frontier location might be easier to 

block off, required as wine will be served.  Planning is proceeding.   

Russell:  Jackie is not looking for financial support from the Chamber, just integrating 

with the The Chamber goals and Claresholmôs overall growth. 

 

Mural:  Iqbal: the committee met with the artists. They looked at the painting concept 

and costs involved. The Chamber must prepare the wall for the mural, including 

cleaning and priming. A scale painting (a maquette) will be prepared: 7`x 1`.  It wil l be a 

foldable/portable and should be done by June 24.  The maquette will be available for 

purchase by raffle to raise funds. The project is scheduled to start mid-April of 2012, 

depending on the weather.  Estimated completion date is 1 Aug 2012.  Estimated cost:  

$14,000.  Russell proposes that the Chamber give the mural committee a deposit of 

$5000.  Costs will include paint, scaffolding. 

 

Roxanne:  There is a method where the mural is painted on to a type of material and then 

the material is `hung`on the wall instead of the mural being painted directly on the wall.  

Roxanne suggested that the committee look into this possibility as it may last longer. 

 

Iqbal:  a type of clear coat finish is planned to be used to preserve the artwork but the 

committee will look into this possibility 

 



Russell:  An agreement, once finalized, will be signed between the Chamber and the 

artists.  The terms of the contract are being negotiated.  This agreement will be presented 

to the Chamber committee at the next meeting before the agreement is entered into.  

Pam Copeland is the leading artist.  The maquette is portable, so that it can be moved to 

different businesses for display.  Businesses can `sponsor` the mural and their name can 

be included on the wall/plaques as named sponsors with different levels of sponsorship. 

 

Gate sign at Ringrose Park:  Roxanne is proceeding with this project as agreed at the last 

meeting. 

 

New Business: 

 

Claresholm Parade Fair Days :  Letter sent to The Town of Claresholm advising we are 

not prepared to take on this project in 2011 but will consider is for 2012.  Russell 

volunteered to help this year so that we can learn what it would entail to take over Fair 

Days next year.  The Town of Claresholm has offered to provide $10,000 in funding. 

 

Linda:  Would the $10,000 be provided every year or just the first year?  Russell advised 

every year.  Would the Chamber tackle this project alone? 

Russell:  Maybe other service groups could be approached to help the Chamber. 

 

Chamber Social: cancelled due to lack of interest.  Will plan this for later this year. 

 

Karen Lomas: Will the Chamber hold a Golf Tournament? To be decided. 

 

Val Umscheid/The Wellness Centre is sponsoring a bar-b-q fundraiser for KidSport on 

Sat 28 May.   The event will be held at the Wellness Centre (old MD building on the east 

edge of town).  $5 raffle tickets can be purchased for childôs `cruiser ̀bicycle.  The Bar-

b-q will be held at noon, and there will also be a silent auction, and live music. 

 

Correspondence: Russell 

 

Insurance for Errors & Omissions is $500 yr. 

 

The Group Benefits Plan evaluation was received-Russell summarizes that the Chamber 

Plan works well and generates revenue for the chamber. 

 

Russell was contacted by Jason Hemmaway, assistant manager of the UFA farm store.    

A display board was suggested that lists Chamber Members for the community to see.  

The display board would also provide an additional incentive for businesses to join and 

participate in the Chamber.  The general public would be more aware of which 

businesses are members of the chamber and who supports the community activities 



sponsored by the Claresholm Chamber of Commerce.   The recognition for businesses 

would be positive. 

 

Suggestions: a magnetic board, a digital listing, including the chamberôs website 

address.  Tony suggested maybe the UFA would sponsor this project.  The Local Press 

features Chamber membersô recognition quarterly in the newspaper ï Damon suggests 

we use part of the Chamber page to publish this listing.   An ad could be run showing the 

paid up memberships so far.  Incentive to renew. A sign board could be installed outside 

of the Post Office. A more permanent, weather-proof sign at Ringrose park ï erect a sign 

showing current members.  The listing would have to be updated periodically.  

 

Motion by Wilf  to do a newspaper ad now (1
st
 week of June) and again in September 

listing all current, paid memberships.  Wilf will look into a sign showing all current 

members, costs and how changes would be managed maybe checking with other towns 

Seconded by Roxanne.   Vote: passed 

 

Lynda:  what about the Chamber website?  It needs to be updated.  Russell reports that 

Doug Bowman volunteered to take care of this.  Doug indicated this could be 

maintained at a lesser cost than in the past.   

Carmelle`s letter states this needs to be taken over beginning of June (Sue has the letter) 

and Sue has the Telus password for the site.  Sue also reports that the website is not up to 

date at this time as far as members, and websites paid for.  

Roxanne:  whoever does this should be at our meetings each month 

Russell will check with Doug and see if he is still interested.  

 

Moved to adjourn:  Russell  

2nded:  Nancy 

 

Next meeting: June 21, 2011 ï Noon till 1. Claresholm Golf Course 


