Claresholm Chamber of Commerce Society

Meeting Minutes

OCTOBER 18, 2011

Meeting location:  Claresholm Golf Course 

Attendance:  18
Russell Sawatzky-The Co-operators,  Don Leonard-Chinook Credit Union,  Linda Petryshen (Motel 6), Susan Gour (Treasurer), John Vanderfluit (Lazy J Motel), Betty Fieguth-Town of Claresholm representative, Marilyn Curry (Century 21 Real Estate), Rob Vogt (Claresholm Local Press), Tony Walker (CFAB),  George Douros (Casa Roma Restaurant), Patricia Lett (Willow Creek Psychology),  Debbie Lane (Alberta Human Resources), Jason Rampanen & Trish Babkirk (Tom Harris Cell), Pamela Copeland (Mural Artist), Catherine Abel (Mural Artist), Nancy McCance, Secretary, Kris Holbeck (Town of Claresholm CAO)
Call meeting to order: Russell Sawatzky, President

Additions to Agenda: Christmas dinner, 2012 Trade Fair

Approval of Agenda: moved by Linda Petryshen

Additions or corrections to Sept minutes: Moved to accept: Marilyn Curry, Linda 2nded 

Claresholm Fair Days :  Kris Holbeck, Town of Claresholm
In the past the Town of Claresholm has organized Claresholm Fair days, held the 2nd weekend in August each year.  The Town has invited the Chamber to take over. The town would continue to contribute $10,000 yearly.  The administration staff at the Town has often ended up organizing this as volunteers are few.  Kris feels a better job could be done by the Chamber. This would involve:  organizing the parade, budgeting the event, send out letters to neighboring communities inviting them to participate (although few did), letters to dignitaries, MLA, MP, etc to participate. These letters were sent in June last year.  Citizen and Jr. Citizen of the year participate. Other towns typically don't come to our parade although T of C goes to other towns.  Advertising and promotion done in June and July.  The yearly theme is suggested by the Fair Board.  Partipiants can just show up, no pre-registration in the past.  A hospitality room is offered in the fire hall, adjacent to marshalling grounds.   Coffee, donuts & food are provided in the morning, and snacks & alcohol afterwards.  Amundsen Park – activities for children.  This year they had a movie in the park-2 nights, this used up most of $10,000. This project does not have to be done the same way as the Town has done it in the past, the Chamber can plan it as they see fit.  The Town will continue to provide traffic control, 4 public works employees including putting barriers up and down.  This will provided by the Town, no charge (not taken out of the $10,000). 

Russell:  How many hours does this project currently take? Kris:  about 30

Calendar

December 2


Old-fashioned Christmas

December 3


Joint Hospital Christmas party

February 3 & 4, 2012
Trade Fair
Trade Fair:  Don Leonard:  6 applications already received.  Applications are available on the chamber website: claresholmchamber.com    Entertainment to be provided.  The committee is already working on this and will report more at the next meeting.  All memberships received are to go to Don Leonard, then he will pass on cheques to Sue. 

Committee Reports:

Financial Report:  Sue Gour, Treasurer.  General account: $18,785.76.
Town Report:  Betty Fieguth.  First reading of the cemetery by-law passed , traffic by-law did not pass.  Details were published in the local press or can be obtained by contacting the town office.  For example, there is a proposed new by-law concerning the parking of recreational vehicles.  The 8th street paving project is behind because of rain.  The aquatic centre is short staffed due to a shortage of senior lifeguards.   A golf course by-law also passed. 

Wi Fi Project:  Russell:  At the recent EDC meeting we found out that the Town has received a quote from “Geeks on Site” from Lethbridge who has been contacted to set up wi fi availability downtown.  $1600 is the initial cost including radios that broadcast the signal.  Segmented signal for privacy.  No heavy usage such as gaming will be permitted. The service will be geared towards light usage for visitors/tourists to encourage them to stop in Claresholm.  The Museum currently broadcasts an open signal, which is considered dangerous.  Wi Fi will also be provided for the Community Centre.   The EDC discussed this proposal at length and it seemed a good, solid proposal.  This would be an exciting development for Claresholm .   EDC will probably move forward with this proposal.  

MD Report:  Glen was not in attendance

New Business:

Ringrose Park Mural Project:   Presentation by Pam Copeland to Chamber:  2 artists withdrew since the project started and the idea of putting the mural on panels instead of directly onto the wall was also suggested.  Catherine Abel, a mural artist, moved to town and her help was gladly accepted by Pam.  Their proposal is attached.   

The new idea of painting the mural on panels means that it can be moved if the building has to be torn down for any reason, the wall does not have to be repaired or prepared, and the artists can work over the winter and the project can be completed on time without concern for adverse weather.  The advantages are obvious.  A scale drawing was presented by Pam.  

Catherine Able:  the new format (panels) also lends itself well to advertising: postcards, posters, etc.  “Historic Mural #3” will be on the east wall of Ringrose Park. A sample of dibond, the surface being used, was passed around to members.   Each panel represents 50 years from 1850 to the present. 

Visual display and details will be available to anyone who is interested, at Patrick Lannan's Law Office where Pam is an employee next door to The Co-operators.
Russell:  A New Executive is needed for 2012

Downtown Farmer's Market:  Report by Russell:  Complete Carpentry did an estimate for work that would be required on the building is $65,000.   There is still some interest in this project.   FCSS is interested in participating and they may have some access to grant money. 

Small Business Christmas dinner/Social: The Chamber was approached by The Golf Course (Bryan) Restaurant offering to partner with the Chamber to provide a venue for small business who want to participate for a Christmas party.  The price, including entertainment would be $30/person.  There would be a turkey dinner buffet. There was no consensus as to whether the Chamber should partner with Bryan for this event.  The other question is when would we hold this?
Sue:  could the Chamber turn it into a fund raising event and include a silent auction?  If you have any thoughts or ideas, please e-mail us.  Also, please let us know if you are interested in attending such an event.
Dec 2 – Old fashioned Christmas

Dec 3 – joint hospital Christmas party

Correspondence:  Victoria Calvert, Calgary Mount Royal University, associate professor has contacted Russell concerning a business retention & expansion study that she would like to complete.  She would like some time at our next meeting to show us the survey she has put together.  The Mayor approves of this project. Victoria wishes to e-mail the survey to our membership. The Chamber could also include their own survey along with it as well as the MD, if they wished.   No charge, federally funded.
Tony Walker also has spoken to Victoria and feels this would be beneficial for the community and the Chamber Members.    
Don Leonard:  As long as the e-mail is forwarded by Nancy so that the business e-mail address, which are private and confidential, are not shared, there should be no problem.  

Moved to adjourn:  Russell 

2nded:  Nancy

Next meeting: Tuesday, November 15, 2011 at the Claresholm Golf Course noon-1
